Private Sellers

Consider buying a used car through classified ads or
from a friend or a co-worker. They can afford to give
you a better deal because they don't have to pay the
overhead a dealer does, and they don't have to charge
7% sales tax. Of course, you'll need to take adequate
precautions for your personal safety when buying cars
{rom private sellers who are strangers.

When You are the Seller
If you can do so comfortably, sell your old car

yourself. You'll usually get a better price than from a
dealer. Check Blue Books for a fair selling price, and
take the same precautions you would take as a buyer.

» QUICK TIPS <«

— No matter what anyone may tell you, everything
is negotiable.

— Always take at least 24 hours to think about a deal

before signing a contract.

— Don't be afraid to walk away or say no at any time.

— Try not to be in a hurry. If you are, you'll almost

always pay more than you need to.

—  Don't believe ads. There's usually a catch.

— If a car looks like an unbelievable deal. it probably
is!  Have a mechanic check over the vehicle
carefully.

—  Don't believe most salespeople. They're paid on
a commission basis, so the more you spend, the
more they make.

— If a salesperson tells you something important,
write it down and be sure it's written in your
contract. Il it's not written in your contract,
chances are you won't be able to enforce it

=LLSC

— Make sure your salesperson explains every point

until you understand. If he or she seems too busy,
offer to come back later. He'll do anything to keep
you on the lot because he knows you may never
come back.

— Don't sign anything that has blank spaces. If

necessary, draw lines through blanks before signing.

— Don't sign anything you don't understand. Take a

copy to an attorney or a savvy friend who can
explain it to you.

— Unless you buy a model with a bad repair record

(car buying guides at libraries and bookstores can
tell you if this is the case) think seriously about
whether extended service plans ("extended war-
ranties") are worth their cost. Remember, the major
parts of a car you buy from Arizona dealers have
to work for the first 15 days or 500 miles anyway,
or the dealer has to fix it. If you buy a warranty,
ask for a big discount. Dealers often get paid 30-
80% of the cost of these contracts just for selling
them to you, so they can afford to take a little less
and give you a better price.

—  Generally, don't buy insurance from a dealer, It's

usually much more expensive than a comparable
policy through an insurance agent.

— There is no right to cancel a contract in 3 days --

or at any other time! Once you sign a contract,
you're almost always stuck with it,

— Never buy a "weatherproofing” package for a vehi-

cle's exterior, no matter what it's called ("desert
proofing" and "rustproofing” are two common
terms).

— Buying a security alarm system from a dealer will

also often cost much more than buying it from an
independent company.
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